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words which are employed. "Whatever re-
spect might have been felt for the State sov-
ereignties, it is not to be disguised that the
f ramers of the Constitution viewed with some
apprehension the violent acts which might
grow out of the feeling of the moment; and
that the people of the United States, in adopt-
ing that instrument, have manifested a deter-
mination to shield themselves and their prop-
erty from the effects of those sudden and
strong passions to which men are exposed.
The restrictions on the legislative power of
the States are obviously founded in this senti-
ment; and the Constitution of the United
States contains what may be deemed a bill
of rights for the people of each State. It has
also been decided that a grant by a State be-
fore the Revolution is as much to be protected
as a grant since. But the case of Terrett v.
Taylor, before cited, is of all others most per-
tinent to the present argument. Indeed, the
judgment of the court in that case seems to
leave little to be argued or decided in this,
"A private corporation," says the court,
"created by the legislature may lose its fran-
chises by a misuser or a nonuser of them; and
they may be resumed by the government un-
der a judicial judgment upon a quo warranto
to ascertain and enforce the forfeiture. This
is the common law of the land, and is a tacit
condition annexed to the creation of every
such corporation. Upon a change of govern*
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